NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
8/13 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Next week>
8/20 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+%+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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August 13, 2023 John 5:1-18

Hearts that are hurt and distorted by society
Mari lkeda

A. society that demands the weak to become strong (1-3(4))

B. Jesus entering our despair (5-9a)

1. Despair over one’s own powerlessness and the indifference of others

2. Jesus digging up our giving up

3. It doesn’t matter if we have faith or not

C. Our sin and weakness in not believing in Jesus (9b-16)

D, God continues to work without rest (17-18)

Summary

We have all been hurt in our relationships and treated unreasonably in
society. If we feel helpless to do anything about our problems and lonely
without anyone to help us for a long time, our hearts will be deeply
wounded and distorted. It may become difficult to ask for help, to trust
others, or to feel the joy of being helped. Jesus is the one who
perseveres in our despair and heals us.

For Discussion
1. How do you interpret Jesus’ words in v.14?
2. What does it mean specifically, God continues to work without rest?

1 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish
festivals. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which
in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered
colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the
blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [ 4 1 5 One who was there had been an
invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and
learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him,
“Do you want to get well?” 7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to
help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While | am trying to get
in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 8 Then Jesus said to him,
“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he
picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was a
Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been
healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” 11 But
he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat
and walk.”” 12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to
pick it up and walk?” 13 The man who was healed had no idea who it
was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. 14 Later
Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again.
Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went
away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him
well. 16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the
Jews persecuted him. 17 Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his
work to this very day, and |, too, am working.” 18 For this reason the
Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself
equal with God.

[ 4 1 (Some manuscripts include here, wholly or in part,) paralyzed—and
they waited for the moving of the waters. 4 From time to time an angel of
the Lord would come down and stir up the waters. The first one into the
pool after each such disturbance would be cured of whatever disease
they had.
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