NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
9/24 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
M’s Kitchen (Free Lunch) After the service

Huddle (Members’ meeting with Communion) 13:00-14:30

<Next week>
10/1 Communion 9:30-9:45
Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+%+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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September 24, 2023 (Psalm 123)

Lift up your eyes
for the mercy of the Lord andy Nagahara

1.7I” and "we”

2. Lift up your eyes for the mercy of the Lord (1, 2)

3. Ridicule and contempt (3, 4)

Summary

For those who follow Jesus, loving oneself, loving others, and loving God
are not contradictory. In fact, if any of these three elements are missing, it
cannot be called true love. We can count on the Lord’s mercy to free us
from suffering and fear. And we need to be diligent in keeping our eyes
on the Lord until we receive mercy.

For Discussion
1. What is the Lord’s mercy?
2. Please share your experience with ridicule and contempt?

0 A song of ascents.

1 1 lift up my eyes to you,

to you whose throne is in heaven.

2 As the eyes of slaves look to the hand of their master,
as the eyes of a maid look to the hand of her mistress,
so our eyes look to the LORD our God,

till he shows us his mercy.

3 Have mercy on us, O LORD, have mercy on us,
for we have endured much contempt.

4 We have endured much ridicule from the proud,
much contempt from the arrogant.

(Matthew 15:21-28)
Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A
Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, "Lord, Son of
David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-
possession.”
Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged
him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”
He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”
The woman came and knelt before him. "Lord, help me!” she said.
He replied, It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their
dogs.”
"Yes, Lord,” she said, "but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
their masters’ table.”
Then Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your request is
granted.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.
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