NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
11/19 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
Clean-up for Christmas (after the service)

<Next week>
11/26 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
Christmas Decoration (after the service)

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+%+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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November 19, 2023 (Psalm 127:1,2)

HOW TO Live in Vain Andy Nagahara

1. Background

2. Our lives that the Lord is building up (1a)

3. Our lives that the Lord guards (1b)

4. |s labor vain? (2)

5. Build up the church

Summary

We live in a society where we are discouraged from helping each other
due to the concept of self-responsibility, but in reality, God is responsible
for building each person’s life and protecting it. The path of the church,
which is a combination of us, is also guided by God.

The church is a community of people who work together to build on each
other’s strengths and compensate for each other’s weaknesses. God has
made it exist in the world as a model for the whole society.

For Discussion
1. What does it mean for the Lord to build and protect my life?
2. Let’s discuss what we noticed after reading verse 2.

0 A song of ascents. Of Solomon. 1 Unless the LORD builds the house, its
builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the
watchmen stand guard in vain.

2 In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat-- for he
grants sleep to those he loves.

Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: The stone
the builders rejected has become the capstone [1] ; the Lord has done
this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ? (Matthew 21:42)

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into
practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house,
and it fell with a great crash.” (Matthew 7:24-27)

"Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important
than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds
of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?
Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life ? "And why do
you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do
not labor or spin. Yet | tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor
was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the
field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or 'What shall we drink?’ or "What shall we wear?’
For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows
that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own. (Matthew 6:25-34)
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