NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

December 2023

12/10  The Second Sunday of Advent
Service (Japanese and English) 10:00am

12/17  The Third Sunday of Advent
Service (Japanese and English) 10:00am

12/24  The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Service (Japanese and English) 10:00am
Potluck Lunch
Christmas Eve Candle Lighting Service 6:30pm

12/31 No Service

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022

Pastors: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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December 10, 2023 *The Second Sunday of Advent* (Isaiah 11:1-9)

How To Achieve True Peace Marilkeda

A. The One who brings true peace (1-5)
1. He comes from the line of David. (1)

2. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him. (2-3a)

3. He sees the unseen truths. (3b)

4. He's not influenced by political power, military power, or
economic power. (4a)

5. His words judge evil. (4b)

6. He is righteous and faithful (5)

B. What is true peace? (6-9)
1. A world where the strong do not bring any danger or fear to the
weak

2. A world where the weak lead the strong

3. A world where everyone seeks the fulfillment of God’s will
rather than their own interests

summary

The true peace that God desires for this world is not simply the
absence of war. It is, of course, that there will be no more wars, but
that the distinction between winners and losers will disappear, and
the structure itself, in which the strong dominate the weak, will cease
to exist. It is impossible for humans to achieve that in its perfect form,
but it is important that we know that this is God’s desire. And God has
already given us the means to steadily approach that ideal. It is for us
to forgive and love one another in accordance with the love of Jesus,
who gave his life for the sins of others. It is not an evil dictator that
prevents us from doing this, but the sin of self-centeredness in each
of us.

For Discussion
1. What is the true peace that is taught in this passage?
2. What can each of us do to achieve that peace?

1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;

from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—

the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,

the Spirit of counsel and of might,

the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—

3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,

or decide by what he hears with his ears;

4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy,

with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;

with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.

5 Righteousness will be his belt

and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

6 The wolf will live with the lamb,

the leopard will lie down with the goat,

the calf and the lion and the yearling together;

and a little child will lead them.

7 The cow will feed with the bear,

their young will lie down together,

and the lion will eat straw like the ox.

8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den,

and the young child will put its hand into the viper’ s nest.
9 They will neither harm nor destroy

on all my holy mountain,

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
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