NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
1/21 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
<Next week>
1/28 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
Free lunch will be provided
Huddle (Members’ Meeting) 13:00-14:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’ s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022

Pastors: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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January 21, 2024 *YourChurch Covenant 2&3
Love One Another and Serve The World mari 1keda

A. Love and serve one another
1. Deliver Jesus’ love to each other through words and actions
(Mark 12:31) The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’

(John 15:12-13) My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

(I John 4:19-20) We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love
God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their
brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have
not seen.

(Psalm 27:10) Though my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will
receive me.

(I Timothy 1:2-4) To Timothy, my dear son: --:I thank God, whom I serve, as
my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly
remember you in my prayers. Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that
I may be filled with joy.

(I Timothy 4:9-13) Do your best to come to me quickly, ---When you come,
bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially
the parchments.

2. Believe the hope that is yet to be seen together (and on behalf
of someone)

(Romans 8:25-28) But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for
it patiently. ---And we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

(II Corinthians 12:9-10) But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.
That is why, for Christ’ s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.

(Colossians 1:24) Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up
in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’ s afflictions, for the sake
of his body, which is the church.

(Philippians 1:29-30)For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not
only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going
through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.

3. Accept each other’ s limitations

(John 20:19-23)0n the evening of that first day of the week, when the
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!
As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed
on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins,
their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

(Romans 8:11-15) And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. -*The Spirit you
received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather,
the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.

(I Corinthians 12:22-27) ---those parts of the body that seem to be weaker
are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat
with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with
special modesty, --'If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part
is honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and
each one of you is a part of it.

B. Love and serve the world

1. Practice all three elements of A in society without expecting
anything in return

(Luke 10:25-37) On one occasion an expert in the law --- wanted to justify
himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”--- “Which of these
three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of
robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

2. Realize God’ s Kingdom in this world

(IT Peter 3:8-9) But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the
Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone
to come to repentance.
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