NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from
the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from

heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to
judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He
proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the
resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
4/21 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Next week>
4/28 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022

Pastors: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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April 21, 2024 (Psalm 132)

God who swore an oath to the people andy Nagahara

A. David swore an oath to the Lord (1-10)

1. An oath to be an one who pleases the Lord (1-7)

2. Wishing for justice(8-10)

B. The Lord swore an oath to David (11-18)

1. God who promises blessings (11-16)

2. That oath was fulfilled by Jesus (17-18)

Summary

People make oaths to God or promise someone something in God’s
name, but an "oath” is originally something that God made to us
humans. Jesus taught that we are not qualified to swear on God or
His authority. God has fulfilled His promise through Jesus. If we
want to receive God’s blessings, we simply need to welcome Jesus
into our hearts as our Lord and God.

For Discussion

1. Why did Jesus say, "Do not swear at all”?

2. Why can we say that this verse prophesies the coming of
Jesus?

0 A song of ascents. 1T O LORD, remember David and all the
hardships he endured. 2 He swore an oath to the LORD and made
a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob: 3 "I will not enter my house or
go to my bed-- 4 I will allow no sleep to my eyes, no slumber to my
eyelids, 5 till I find a place for the LORD, a dwelling for the Mighty
One of Jacob.” 6 We heard it in Ephrathah, we came upon it in the
fields of Jaar : 7 "Let us go to his dwelling place; let us worship at
his footstool--

8 arise, O LORD, and come to your resting place, you and the ark
of your might. 9 May your priests be clothed with righteousness;
may your saints sing for joy.” 10 For the sake of David your
servant, do not reject your anointed one.

11 The LORD swore an oath to David, a sure oath that he will not
revoke: "One of your own descendants I will place on your throne--
12 if your sons keep my covenant and the statutes I teach them,
then their sons will sit on your throne for ever and ever.” 13 For
the LORD has chosen Zion, he has desired it for his dwelling: 14
"This is my resting place for ever and ever; here I will sit
enthroned, for I have desired it-- 15 I will bless her with abundant
provisions; her poor will I satisfy with food. 16 I will clothe her
priests with salvation, and her saints will ever sing for joy.

17 "Here I will make a horn grow for David and set up a lamp for
my anointed one. 18 I will clothe his enemies with shame, but the
crown on his head will be resplendent.”

When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one
greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, saying, "I will
surely bless you and give you many descendants.” And so after
waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised. Men
swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms
what is said and puts an end to all argument. Because God wanted
to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the
heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.
(Hebrews 6:13-17)
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