NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from
the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from

heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to
judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He
proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the
resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
5/12 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Next week>
5/19 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
5/24 Forth Friday Night Service(Japanese, No video streaming) 8-9 pm

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022

Pastors: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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May 12, 2024 (John 7:45-52, 2 Corinthians 5:14-21)

Ambassadors of Reconciliation wai ec

A. Jesus’ love compels us to bear the ministry of reconciliation
(2Corinthians 5:14-21)

B. Even in a hierarchical relationship (45-49)

1. Being in a higher position doesn’t mean being always right.

2. We should not overlook the mistakes of those in higher
positions.

C. Even in a cooperative relationship (50-52)

1. It is wrong to consider anyone who does not agree with us as
an enemy.

2. We should not overlook the mistakes of our friends.

Summary

Among those who were attracted to Jesus’ words and deeds were
those who defied their superiors’ order to “go get Jesus,” and
those who admonished their colleagues who insisted that Jesus
was a sinner, saying that they should first listen to Jesus’ own
words. Everyone who is touched by the love of God that Jesus
teaches will defy anything that contradicts that love, without fear
that their social position will be jeopardized. To share God'’s love
with all people is also to go against everything that is contrary to
God’s love. This is also what it means to realize God’s justice, the
ministry of “reconciliation” that God has entrusted to us.

For Discussion

1. What does it mean to be reconciled with God?

2. What do you want to do first now as an ambassador of
reconciliation? Who do you want to talk to?

(II Corinthians 5) 14 For Christ’ s love compels us, because we are
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he
died for all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. -
19 ---God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us
the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.
We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God
made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and
the Pharisees, who asked them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?” 46
“No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied. 47
“You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 48
“Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No!
But this mob that knows nothing of the law—there is a curse on
them.”

50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of
their own number, asked, 51 “Does our law condemn a man without
first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?” 52 They
replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find
that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.”
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