NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from
the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from

heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to
judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He
proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the
resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
7/7 Communion 9:30—9:40 am
Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Next week>
7/14 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022
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luly 7, 2024 (Psalm 139)

Being known by God Andy Nagahara

1. We who do not want to be known (0-10)

2. God created each of us as precious (11-18)

3. Hatred to be overcome through Jesus’ teachings (19-22)

4. We who want to be better known (23, 24)

Summary

It is natural that God, our Creator, knows everything about us, but when we
look within ourselves, we feel uncomfortable with this Jesus taught that
selfishness, which causes us to turn away from God, is the essence of sin
and that people cannot overcome it on their own. And through his death on
the cross and resurrection, Jesus has made it so that anyone can connect
with him and find peace of mind in being known, rather than shame.

For Discussion
1. How do you feel about being known by God?
2. Why does the psalmist ask the all-knowing God to "know”?

0 For the director of music. Of David. A psalm.

1 O LORD, you have searched me and you know me.

2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my
ways.

4 Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD.

5 You hem me in--behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me.

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.

7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?

8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths,
you are there.

9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,

10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.

11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night
around me,”

12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the
day, for darkness is as light to you.

13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s
womb.

14 1 praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works
are wonderful, I know that full well.

15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.
When I was woven together in the depths of the earth,

16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were
written in your book before one of them came to be.

17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of
them!

18 Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand. When I
awake, I am still with you.

19 If only you would slay the wicked, O God! Away from me, you
bloodthirsty men!

20 They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name.
21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD, and abhor those who rise up
against you?

22 I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies.

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious
thoughts.

24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting.
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