NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from
the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from

heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to
judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He
proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the
resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.
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<This week>
8/11 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Next week>
8/18 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am
8/23 Forth Friday Night Service(Japanese, No video streaming) 8-9 pm

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’ s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/

1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022
Pastors: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851  e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp Image by WANG Tianfang from Unsplash
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August 11, 2024 (John 8:31-47)

Efforts We Must Continue To Make To Avoid
Repeating Our Mistakes  Mari keda

1, Stop discrimination based on race, ethnicity, nationality, and
religion (31-33)

2. Know that we are slaves of our sin (34-38)

3. Know that we cannot save ourselves, but Jesus can save us
(35-36)

4, Don’t use God selfishly (39-42)

5. Know that we are easily influenced by the devil (43-44)

6. Put God’ s will before our own (45)

Summary

Whether it is peer rivalry and bullying between individuals or wars between
nations, the underlying problem is the same. We are all guilty of self-
centeredness and indifference to others. In order for us to avoid repeating
mistakes as much as possible, each of us must continue to make efforts.
That effort means acknowledging that our judgments and values will
always be biased and erroneous, believing that everyone is of equal value
before God, getting to know strangers, and trying to understand those with
whom we disagree. And it is to seek to allow the love that Jesus taught us
to grow within ourselves, so that it may be transmitted from us to others,
even in an imperfect way.

For Discussion

1. How do we distinguish between our (or our country’s) justice and God’s
justice?

2. How do we distinguish between the words of the devil and the words of
God?

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my
teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s
descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that
we shall be set free?”

34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.
35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to
it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I
know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way
to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you what
I have seen in the Father’'s presence, and you are doing what you have
heard from your father.”

39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. “If you were Abraham’s
children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did. 40 As it is,
you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I
heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the
works of your own father.” “We are not illegitimate children,” they
protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.” 42 Jesus said to
them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here
from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me.

43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear
what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry
out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks
his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you
prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me?
47 Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not
hear is that you do not belong to God.”
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