NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.
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<This week>
8/25 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Next week>

9/1 Communion 9:30-40 am
Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am
Free Lunch

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jo/wpe/offerings/
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August 25, 2024 Series “Theology of Interdependence and Disability,” Part 2 (John 9:1-23)

Jesus Healing the Blind Man and Our Society
that Continues to Discriminate (Part 1) Mari lkeda

A. The work of love that Jesus entrusted to us

1. Theology of interdependence (1-5)

2. Jesus loves us unconditionally and indiscriminately (6-7)

B. Social conditions surrounding people with disabilities

1. Not recognizing and depriving them of strengths they have
(8-12)

2. Disrespecting their words (13-17)

3. Treating them as children (18-23)

Summary

<This is part 2 in a series of readings of Kathy Black’s “A Healing Homiletic
-Preaching and Disability.”> Jesus knows and loves each of us even before
we recognize Him personally, even before we ask Him for help. Everything
should begin with our conviction that Jesus’ love is poured out on all of us

in such an indiscriminate and unconditional way. The social conditions
surrounding people with disabilities were and still are contrary to the love
of Jesus. Our society does not recognize the abilities and attractiveness of
individuals just because they have disabilities, and treats them as children,
damaging their self-esteem and taking away their strengths. Such
discrimination is unconscious and the discriminators are not aware that
they are discriminating.

For Discussion

1. If Jesus’ love is unconditional, what changes before and after we have
faith?

2. What do you think about discrimination against people with disabilities?

1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened
so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day,
we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one
can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva,
and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of
Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came
home seeing.

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked,
“Isn’ t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he
was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the
man.” 10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 11 He replied,
“The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me
to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 12
“Where is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said.

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the
day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a
Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received
his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and
now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for
he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner
perform such signs?” So they were divided. 17 Then they turned again to
the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they
asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can
see?” 20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he
was born blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we
don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who
already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”
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