NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds

from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped T
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.
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Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am Z
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9/8 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am
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<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/

1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022
Pastors: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara David Hayward @nakedpastor (https://nakedpastor.com/)

Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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David Hayward @nakedpastor (https://nakedpastor.com/)



September 1, 2024 (Matthew 25:31-46 and others)

Racism and Church Mari lkeda

A. Racism in this church

B. We are not Jesus’ friends, if we don’t love each other.
(John15:12-17, 1John 3,4)

C. Church was not born, if it didn’t overcome racism.

1. The initial change (Acts 10,11)

2. Paul condemns Peter’ s racism (Gal 2:11-14)

3. Paul’s self-admonition (Phi 3)

D. Treat all people as we would treat Jesus (Matthew
25:31-46)

Summary

We are often unaware that we are being racist. There are racist words and
actions in this church as well. We cannot be Jesus’ friends, if we don’t
love each other. In the first place, the church was started by Jews
overcoming discrimination against gentiles. The church would be the
church and the gospel would cease to be the gospel, without us
overcoming racism. We are called to respect and value all people,
regardless of nationality or race, as we do for Jesus.

For Discussion

1. How do you think about your racism?

2. Have you felt a wall between Japanese and foreigners in this church?
How can we overcome it?

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right
and the goats on his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me.” 37 “Then the righteous will answer him,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in,
or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.” 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart
from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did
not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and
in prison and you did not look after me.” 44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or
sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for
me.” 46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous
to eternal life. 7 (Matthew 25:31-46)
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