NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<B.B.Q picnic> 11/4 (Mon. Holiday) Meet at church, Depart at 10am
If you would like to join, please fill out the sign-up sheet.

<This week>
10/27  Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Next week>
11/3 Communion 9:30-40 am
Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jo/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022

Pastors: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
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October 27, 2024 Series “Theology of Interdependence and Disability,” Part 4

Struggle Against Discrimination
and DeSDaII’(Mark1o:46—52) Mari Ikeda

A. Fighting discrimination against people with disabilities

1. Our society has discriminated against people with disabilities.

2. People with disabilities have continued to speak out.

3. Jesus respected the right of people with disabilities to self-
determination.

B. Struggle against despair

1. Despair of losing bodily functions

2. Seeking mercy rather than healing

3. Keep shouting

4. “Your faith has saved you.”

5. Following Jesus along the road

Summary

<This is part 4 in a series of readings of Kathy Black’s “A Healing
Homiletic -Preaching and Disability.”> The story of the blind man
Bartimaeus, recorded in the Gospel of Mark, tells us that from
ancient times to the present day, people with disabilities have
struggled against discrimination, for their rights to be protected.
Jesus defended the rights of people with disabilities as a matter
of course and fought alongside them in their struggle two
thousand years before the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities was adopted by the United Nations. This struggle
is not limited to disability alone, but teaches us how to fight when
we despair of living. It is the path of following Jesus to the cross,
the path of trusting in God’s mercy rather than seeking the
solution to the problem or the healing of the illness itself.

For Discussion

1. What does it mean, “Your faith has saved(healed) you”?

2. What do you do when you see someone who is tired of shouting,
when you don’t have the strength to keep shouting in despair?

46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together
with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus
(which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside
begging. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he
began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 Many
rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 Jesus stopped and said,
“Call him.” So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your
feet! He’ s calling you.” 50 Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to
his feet and came to Jesus. 51 “What do you want me to do for
you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”
52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he
received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
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