NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
11/24  Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am
Christmas Decoration (after the service)

<Next week> The first Sunday of Advent 2024

12/1 Communion 9:30-40 am
Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am
Guest speaker: Wayne Jansen

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022

Pastors: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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November 24, 2024
Series “Theology of Interdependence and Disability,” Part 5 (Mark 7:31-37)

Lights and Shadows of the Story of
Healing for the Deaf Mari lkeda

A. Misconceptions about this passage
1. Misconceptions about deaf people and mute people

2. Rationale for the oralism movement?

3. Is it a sin to be deaf? (Romans 10:17)

B. What is the salvation that Jesus gives us?
1. God’s love that is not limited by ethnicity or race

2. The promise of deliverance from all suffering (Isaiah 35)

3. It uses our love for each other

4. Unconditional love

Summary

<This is part 5 in a series of readings of Kathy Black’s “A Healing Homiletic
-Preaching and Disability.”> This passage, the only biblical story of
healing for the deaf, has a history of being used as a basis for forbidding
sign language for deaf people and forcing them to speak verbally.
Understanding physical deafness metaphorically as a symbol of sin that
prevents us from hearing God’s word is also discriminatory against the
deaf. This passage proves that it is God’s will to deliver us from all
difficulties, including disability. At the same time, what this passage
teaches is that what is necessary for God’s love to be realized is that we
have a heart of love for one another rather than individual faith.

For Discussion

1. In what ways has this passage been interpreted in an oppressive way
toward the deaf?

2. What does it mean for God’s love to be realized in a person with a
disease or disability that cannot be healed?

31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to
the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. 32 There some
people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they
begged Jesus to place his hand on him. 33 After he took him aside, away
from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and
touched the man’s tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep
sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). 35 At this, the
man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak
plainly. 36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did
so, the more they kept talking about it. 37 People were overwhelmed with
amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the
deaf hear and the mute speak.”

(Romans 10:17) Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is
heard through the word about Christ.

(Isaiah 35) 5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened / and the ears of
the deaf unstopped. 6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute
tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness / and

streams in the desert. 7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty
ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and
reeds and papyrus will grow. 8 And a highway will be there; it will be called
the Way of Holiness; it will be for those who walk on that Way. The

unclean will not journey on it; wicked fools will not go about on it. 9 No
lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast; they will not be found there. But
only the redeemed will walk there, 10 and those the Lord has rescued will
return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their
heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will
flee away.
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