NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from
the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from

heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to
judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He
proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the
resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
1/26 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am
Covenant Members’ Huddle 1:00-2:30 pm

<Next week>
2/2 Communion 9:30-40
Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’ s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022

Pastors: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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January 26, 2025
Series “Theology of Interdependence and Disability,” Part 6 (Mark 2:1-12)
Faith That Breaks Down Social Barriers

A. The model shown by Jesus (1-5)

1. By an insane and unconventional method

2. Removing the stigma of disability and illness

B. The role the Church inherited from Jesus (6-12)
1. Forgiveness of sins (Matthew 18:18, John 20:23)

2. Healing miracles

Mari lkeda

Summary

<This is part 6 in a series of readings of Kathy Black’s “A Healing
Homiletic -Preaching and Disability.”> God loves everyone equally,
regardless of disability or illness, but there are many barriers in
society that deny this. These barriers are often unconscious and
sometimes require insane and unconventional methods to break
them down. The church also has the mission to continue to
withess that disability and illness are not punishments from God.
And anyone who believes in Jesus can perform miracles that
create hope in the midst of despair by attending to the pain in
people’s hearts, even if we cannot perform miracles that actually
heal their bodies.

For Discussion

1. Are there barriers around you that are getting in the way of
delivering the love of Jesus?

2. What “healing miracles” have you experienced?

1 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the
people heard that he had come home. 2 They gathered in such
large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the
door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some men came,
bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 Since
they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made
an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then
lowered the mat the man was lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their
faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to
themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’'s
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 Immediately
Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in
their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these
things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins
are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’ ? 10 But I
want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take
your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out
in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised
God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”

Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
(Matthew 18:18)

If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not
forgive them, they are not forgiven. (John 20:23)
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