NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from
the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from

heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to
judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He
proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the
resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.
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<This week>
2/16 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Next week>
2/23 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am
2/28 Fourth Friday Night Service (Japanese, No live streaming) 8-9 pm

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man . g '}
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or B Vir, 2% o "
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t , = !
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not \ SRR,
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for % 131 -
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.
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<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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Pastors: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp Image by Peter Fischer from Pixabay
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February 16, 2025 (Proverbs 1:20-33)

|f yOU ||Sten tO W|Sd0m Andy Nagahara

1. The True Identity of Wisdom (20-23)

2. Our sinful nature refuses to listen to wisdom (24-31)

3. Life Prepared for Those Who Listen and Obey (32-33)

Summary

The speaking of personified wisdom is God’s own speaking to us. We hear it
in worship, in prayer, in our daily lives, directly in our hearts, through the
words of others, through the Bible, and through other written sources. By
listening to and following this message, we can live in peace and security
without fear of disaster.

For Discussion
1. What is wisdom?
2. What will you gain by listening to wisdom?

20 Wisdom calls aloud in the street, she raises her voice in the public
squares;

21 at the head of the noisy streets she cries out, in the gateways of the
city she makes her speech:

22 "How long will you simple ones love your simple ways? How long will
mockers delight in mockery and fools hate knowledge?

23 If you had responded to my rebuke, I would have poured out my heart
to you and made my thoughts known to you.

24 But since you rejected me when I called and no one gave heed when I
stretched out my hand,

25 since you ignored all my advice and would not accept my rebuke,

26 Iin turn will laugh at your disaster; I will mock when calamity overtakes
you--

27 when calamity overtakes you like a storm, when disaster sweeps over
you like a whirlwind, when distress and trouble overwhelm you.

28 "Then they will call to me but I will not answer; they will look for me but
will not find me.

29 Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the LORD,

30 since they would not accept my advice and spurned my rebuke,

31 they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their
schemes.

32 For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the complacency
of fools will destroy them;

33 but whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease, without fear
of harm.”

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood
up to read. 17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him.
Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 18 "The Spirit of the
Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery
of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of
the Lord’s favor.” 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were
fastened on him, 21 and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture
is fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:16-21)
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