NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

Advent and Christmas 2025
11/30 (Today) The First Sunday of Advent
Christmas Decoration (After the service)

12/7 The Second Sunday of Advent
Communion 9:30am

Service (Japanese and English) 10:00am

12/14 The Third Sunday of Advent
Service (Japanese and English) 10:00am
12/21 The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Christmas Service (Japanese and English) 10:00am
Potluck Lunch

12/24 Christmas Eve Candle Lighting Service 8:00pm
(We have no service on Friday 26th and Sunday 28th)
1/4/2026 The first worship service and Communion of 2026

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’ s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022

Pastors: Mari Yoshino, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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November 30, 2025 The First Sunday of Advent

Peace Through Violence and
Peace Through Justice wari voshino

(Matthew 2:1-3, Luke 2:8-14, Matthew 10:34-39)

A. Resistance to peace achieved through violence (The
Roman Empire)

1. The irony of asking Herod, “Where is the King of the Jews?”
(Matthew 2:1-3)

2. The claim that the “Lord,” “Savior,” and “Son of God” are not the
emperor (Luke 2:8-14)

B. Peace through justice

1. Was Bonhoeffer’s plot to assassinate Hitler just?

2. Did Jesus bring “not peace but a sword”? (Matthew 10:34-39)

Summary

Titles such as “Son of God,” “Lord,” and “Savior” were used at the
time of Jesus’ birth to refer to the Roman emperor. The emperor
was praised for ending civil strife through military force and
violence, bringing peace to the empire. In contrast, Jesus brings
peace through non-violence and justice. This means fighting
injustice and persistently seeking the realization of God’s justice
in this world. To do this, we need an attitude of constant, humble
reflection—recognizing that our sense of justice may not align with
God’s—and the courage to act based on God’s love.

For Discussion

1) What is wrong with the peace gained by defeating enemies
through military force and violence?

2) How can we distinguish between God’s justice and our own?

(Matthew 2:1-3) 1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea,
during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king
of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and
all Jerusalem with him.

(Luke 2:8-14) 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for
all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with
the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

(Matthew 10:34-39) 34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring
peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35
For I have come to turn “‘a man against his father, a daughter
against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law —
36 a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than
me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross
and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will
lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.
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