NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
2/1 Communion 9:30-40 am
Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Next week>
2/8 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am
Members’ Huddle meeting 1:00-2:30 pm

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jo/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022
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Graffiti with the words "Love your neighbor as yourself”
on a wall in Jerusalem
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February 1, 2026 (James 2:1-9)

Loving Your Neighbor (in the field of public assistance work)

Mari Yoshino

A. Prejudice against public assistance

1. Deep-rooted negative image

2. Reasons for prejudice

B. My practice

1. My position as a strong player

2. My prejudice

3. Itis not I, but Jesus who loves that person.

Summary

I work at a residential facility under the Public Assistance Act.
Prejudice against welfare recipients runs deep, and I feel daily
that discriminatory sentiments exist within myself and among
many welfare workers. Following Jesus’ teaching to “love your
neighbor as yourself,” I believe treating everyone with the same
respect and love as I would show Jesus means remaining faithful
to God'’s love in every situation, whether before others or where
no one is watching. To achieve this, I think it is most important to
humbly acknowledge my own mistaken thoughts and feelings,
exercise the utmost imagination regarding the other person’s
circumstances, and pray earnestly to discern what is needed for
God’s love to be realized and what I can personally do to
contribute.

For Discussion

1) Please discuss your experiences and perceptions regarding
public assistance.

2) What kind of people do you have prejudices or discriminatory
feelings toward?

1 My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ must not show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your
meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in
filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to
the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’ s a good seat for
you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the
floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves
and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my dear brothers
and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of
the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he
promised those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the
poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the
ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones
who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong?
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if you show
favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.
(James 2:1-9)
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