NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
2/15 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am
Members’ Huddle meeting 1:00-2:30 pm

<Next week>
2/22 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022

Pastors: Mari Yoshino, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-785-5368 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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February 15, 2026 (John 15:18-16:4)

Amidst Conflict and Confusion mar Yoshino

A. Things to remember when undertaking God’s work

1. The world that hated Jesus was the very world He desired to
save.(18-21)

2. You cannot move the heart of someone who is unaware of their
own sin. (22-25)

3. The mistake of making one’s justice God’s justice (1-4)

B. We testify to God’s love through the Holy Spirit’s help.
(26-27)

Summary

The love of God, which Jesus testified to by sacrificing His life on the
cross, cannot be understood as long as one remains arrogant, thinking they
understand God perfectly. We must discern what constitutes God’s love
and justice—even amidst internal conflict and confusion of values—not by
our own strength, but by relying on the Holy Spirit.

For Discussion

Have you ever been in conflict with someone because of your faith? Was
that conflict based on the love of Jesus? Or was it because of your pride
or fear?

How do you perceive “hatred without reason” directed toward Jesus?

18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why
the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not
greater than his master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute you
also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will
treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who
sent me.

22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin;
but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my
Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them the works no one else did,
they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have
hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to fulfill what is written in
their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’

26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father —
the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me.
27 And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the
beginning.

1 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you
out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills
you will think they are offering a service to God. 3 They will do such things
because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so
that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about
them.
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