NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven an

d earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
3/15 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Next week>
3/22 Sunday Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30 am

<Easter>Sunrise Service and Breakfast
April 5, 2026, 7:30-9:00 am @ Noden Seminary
(Departure from church at 6:30am)
If you would like to join, please sign up.

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
& Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
& New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
& Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous
offerings. We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a
responsibility of each believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t
pass around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not
able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for
visitors). We also would like everyone to do it spontaneously. Please put
the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> - https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022

Pastors: Mari Yoshino, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-785-5368 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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March 15, 2026 (Proverb 13)

Listening and Conveying  andy Nagahara

A. The concept of "words” as conveyed in the Bible

13 He who scorns instruction will pay for it, but he who respects a
command is rewarded.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 10 He was in the world, and
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.
11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.

12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God. (John 1:1,2,10-12)

He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant--not of the
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.
(2Corinthians 3:6)

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever
lives in love lives in God, and God in him. (1 John 4:16)

B. Listen to the words

1 A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, but a mocker does not listen to
rebuke.

10 Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is found in those who take
advice.

14 The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, turning a man from the
snares of death.

16 Every prudent man acts out of knowledge, but a fool exposes his folly.
18 He who ignores discipline comes to poverty and shame, but whoever
heeds correction is honored.

20 He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools
suffers harm.

C. Communicate the Word

2 From the fruit of his lips a man enjoys good things, but the unfaithful
have a craving for violence.

3 He who guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks rashly will
come to ruin.

5 The righteous hate what is false, but the wicked bring shame and
disgrace.

15 Good understanding wins favor, but the way of the unfaithful is hard.
17 A wicked messenger falls into trouble, but a trustworthy envoy brings
healing.

24 He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to
discipline him.

Summary

It is true that "he who scorns instruction will pay for it, but he who
respects a command is rewarded.” This is the choice of lifestyle
that is placed before us: will we choose the grace of living with
Jesus himself and his justice and love, or will we live according to
our own desires and perish? Those who receive the words of
Jesus, which are conveyed in various ways, and who share the
Jesus that dwells within us, are those who follow Jesus, true
Christians.

For Discussion
1) In what sense is the Bible the word of God?
2) How do you share God’s word with others?
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1 MEHDFIERDFUZEE BSEIHBZENR,

10 NFHRIBICHRSHES &FVWERCT #EEFE<EICIINENH S,

14 MEHDADHBAIIMDER FENENSENDZENTES,
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18 HILERHTVICTIERFEREET BOSULHERITANDEIXREZRD.
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ELELDREHIC
1. EDLSBRERTEZIIBERDERINDTLLD ?
2. BREREDIS ICHERDEREZ NEBAFTIN?



